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THE  CATHEDRAL  FROM  THE  SOUTH-WEST 

'ery  few  English  cathedrals  have  received  the  unstinted 


\/  praise  that  has  been  bestowed  upon  Salisbury.  It  is 
well  deserved.  The  beautiful  and  peaceful  situation, 
the  wonderful  harmony  of  the  building,  and  the  marvellous 
spire  are  all  most  impressive,  and  charm  the  visitor.  There 
is  of  course  the  greatest  possible  interest  to  be  found  in 
the  study  of  the  alterations  and  additions  made  to  the 
Mediaeval  cathedrals,  but  it  is  good  to  have  at  least 
one  building  that  speaks,  and  that  so  beautifully,  one 
thought. 

In  634  Birinus,  sent  by  Pope  Honorius  I,  came  to  the 
West  Saxons,  and  in  due  course  the  great  Diocese  of 
Wessex  was  founded.  After  several  divisions,  Bishop 
Herman  united  the  sees  of  Ramsbury  and  Sherborne,  and 
in  Norman  times,  in  obedience  to  the  decree  of  the  Council 
of  London,  placed  his  seat  at  Old  Sarum.  Of  this  diocese 
Osmund,  the  compiler  of  the  Use  of  Sarum,  is  the  best 
remembered  bishop.  He  completed  the  Cathedral,  which 
however  was  not  destined  to  tiave  so  long  a  history  as 
other  Norman  buildings.  Bishop  Poore  decided  on  remov- 
ing to  the  present  site,  and  in  1220  the  building  as  we  now 
know  it  was  begun,  the  Lady  Chapel  and  three  altars  being 
completed  in  1225.  Three  years  later  Bishop  Poore  was 
translated  to  Durham.  His  successor  however  energetic- 
ally carried  on  the  work,  and  in  1258  the  whole  building 


THE  WEST  FRONT 


was  finished,  costing,  at  present  value,  about  half  a 
million.  The  spire  was  added  about  one  hundred  years 
later.  Since  then  there  have  been  renovations  and  restora- 
tions, and  certain  strengthening  works,  but  the  beautitul 
church  has  survived  them  all,  and  is  substantially  as  its 
builders  left  it,  the  most  perfect  example  of  the  period. 

Tnere  are  many  monuaicnts  ot  great  interest,  among 
them  those  of  two  famous  earls,  father  and  son.  William 
Longespee  (1226)  Earl  of  Salisbury,  the  son  of  Henry  II 
and  Fair  Rosamond  (Shakespeare's  Longsword),  took  an 
active  part  in  State  affairs  during  the  reign  of  John,  and 
was  a  witness  to  Magna  Carta,  a  copy  of  which  is  in  the 
library.  A  crusader  himself,  he  tiansmitted  his  warlike 
tastes  to  his  son,  who  joined  two  Crusades,  and  falling 
near  Cairo  in  1250  was  buried  at  Acre.  His  monument  is 
said  to  have  been  erected  by  his  mother,  the  Countess  Ella. 

It  is  of  interest  to  know  that  Bishop  Poore  probably 
planned  the  parochial  divisions  of  the  City  of  Salisbury, 
and  that  they  remained  practically  unaltered  until  the  end 
of  the  nineteenth  century.  Then  a  change  was  made, 
a  new  parish — St.  Mark's — was  formed,  and  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  of  modern  churches  was  erected. 

Fanny  Burney,  Madame  D'Arblay,  makes  frequent 
menciuu  of  Salisbury  :  Bishops  Shute  Barrington  ;  Ben- 
jamin Kennicott  ;  John  Douglas  {'a  man  of  the  woild, 
very  cheerful');  John  Fisher  ('my  faithful  old  friend') 
are  introduced  in  her  Diary  and  Letters. 

Features  to  be  Noticed 

The  beauty  of  the  site,  and  the  proportions  of  tba 
building.    No  other  church  has  stood  on  the  site. 

Plan:  a  double  cross.    Exterior  view  from  N.E. 

Spire :  highest  in  England,  and  the  most  beautiful  in 
the  world  ;  thickness  of  walls  2  feet  to  a  height  of  20  feet, 
and  then  only  9  inches  ;  23  inches  out  of  perpendicular. 

Regularity  of  sizeof  stones, and  even  of  bandsin building. 

Number  of  windows  is  said  to  equal  the  days  of  the 
year  ;  the  pillars  the  hours  ;  and  the  doorways  the  months. 

Connected  base  of  columns  of  main  arcade. 

Strengthening  arches  across  both  transepts,  the  east 
dififerent  from  west.  Compare  with  work  at  Wells  and 
Canterbury. 

Monuments  to  the  earliest  bishops  ;  some  of  the  earliest 
of  their  class  in  England. 

Consecration  crosses  on  exterior  walls. 

Ball-flower  not  found  on  the  earliest  (E.  end)  building, 
but  appears  on  W.  front  and  tower. 


Building  Dates 


1220.    Foundations  laid  by  Bishop  Poore. 
1225.   The  Lady  Chapel  and  three  altars  finished  and 
consecrated. 

1258.   The  whole  building  with  exception  of  central  tower 

and  west  front  finished. 
1263.C.  Cloisters  and  chapter-house  begun ;  finished  about 

ten  years  later. 
1326.C.  Walls  of  close  begun :  perhaps  later. 
1330.C.  Two  stages  added  to  central  tower. 
1375  c.  The  spire.    Date  very  uncertain.    Inverted  arches. 
1480. c.  Strengthening  arches  across  transepts. 
1668.    Restorations  of  Bishop  Ward. 
1789.    Beauchamp  and  Hungerford  Chapels  and  campanile 

taken  down ;  alterations  made  under  Wyatt. 
1863.    Sir  Gilbert  Scott's  restorations  begun. 
1880.    North  porch  restored  by  Mr.  G.  E.  Street. 
1898.   Tower  restored  under  Dean  Boyle  by  Sir  Arthur 

Blomfield — cost  ^14,000. 

192  r.    Repairs  of  spire.    Vane  removed. 

Dimensions 

Total  exterior  length  473  feet  ;  nave  229^  feet.  Interior 
height  of  nave  84  feet.  Width  of  nave  82  feet.  Spire  404  feet 

Monuments 

In  addition  to  those  mentioned  under  '  Historical 
Notes,*  there  are  monuments,  or  tombs  of:  Robert,  Lord 
Hungerford  (1459)  served  in  France  under  the  Regent  Duke 
of  Bedford;  William  Longespee,  Earl  of  Salisbury,  son 
of  Henry  II  and  Fair  Rosamund  ;  Sir  John  Cheyney  (1509) 
standard-bearer  of  Henry  at  Bosworth ;  William  Longespee, 
fourth  Earl  of  Salisbury,  twice  a  crusader,  fell  near  Cairo 
1250;  the  Boy  Bishop  (?)  ;  Sir  John  de  Montacute  (1389) 
present  at  Crecy ;  Edward,  Earl  of  Hertford,  son  of 
Protector  Somerset,  and  his  wife,  sister  of  Lady  Jane  Grey; 
Isaak  Walton,  son  ot  the  *  compleat  angler ' ;  Richard 
Tefferies  (1887)  the  author;  Henry  Fawcett,  M.P.  (i«84)  ; 
John  Britton  (1857)  author  of  series  on  Cathedrals  of 
England:  Richard  Hooker  (1600)  author  of  Ecclesiastical 
Polity;  and  many  others  (including  one  by  Chantrey  and 
three  by  Flaxman)  of  great  m  erest.  In  pavement  in  front 
of  the  altar  rail,  'Sidney's  sister,  Pembroke's  mother.' 
A  very  beautiful  window  is  to  the  memory  of  the  Dean — 
Bishop  Webb  (1907).  The  restored  Chapel  ot  St.  Michael  is 
a  memorial  to  those  of  the  diocese  who  fell  in  the  Great  War. 
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BISHOP  BRIDPORT'S  TOMB 


THE  LADY-CHAPEL 


NAVE  TRIFORIUM 


Historical  Notes 

Bishops'  names  are  in  heavy  letter.   Monuments  are  noted  • 
A.D. 

43-410.    ROMAN  OCCUPATION  OF  BRITAIN. 
Sorbiodunum  (Old  Sarum)  established. 
First  introduction  of  Christianity. 
449.    ENGLISH  LAND  IN  BRITAIN. 
520.    Kingdom  of  Wessex  established. 
597.    Augustine  lands  in  Kent. 
634.    Mission  of  Birinus. 
705.    See  of  Sherborne  founded. 

Aldhelm  :  first  bishop  ;  afterward  St.  Aldhelm. 
787.    DANES  FIRST  LAND  IN  ENGLAND. 
817.    Ealhstan  :  a  leader  against  the  invaders. 
868.    Heahmund  :  killed  in  battle  of  Merton. 
879.    Peace  of  Wedmore. 
909.    Wessex  divided  into  five  sees. 
♦1058.    Herman :  united  sees  of  Ramsbury  and  Sherborne 
at  Old  Sarum  in  1075  and  began  Cathedral  there. 
1066.    NORMAN  CONQUEST  OF  ENGLAND. 
1078.    Osmund:  relative  of  the  Conqueror ;  compiler  of 
the  Use  of  Sarum  ;  afterward  St.  Osmund. 
♦1102.    Ro^eP :  powerful  statesman  of  Henry  I ;  false  to 
Matilda,  mistrusted  and  imprisoned  by  Stephen. 


*ii42.   Jocelyn:  an  opponent  of  Becket ;  probably  framed 
the  Constitutions  of  Clarendon. 
1188.    Hubert  Fitz  Walter:  a  Crusader;  afterward 

Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 
1215.    MAGNA  CARTA. 
♦1217.    Richard  Poore :  began  the  present  Cathedral 

in  1220  •  translated  to  Durham  1228. 
*i228.    Robert  Bingham  :  contd.work  of  Bishop  Poore. 
*i247.    William  of  York  :  chaplain  to  Henry  111  ;  a 

builaer  of  the  Cathedral. 
♦1256.    Giles  of  Bridport:  during  his  rule  the  new 

Cathedral  was  consecrated. 
*i262.   Walter  de  la  Wyle:  founded  church  of  St. 

Edmund,  Salisbury. 
♦1329,    Robert  Wyvil:  appointed  at  instance  of  Queen 
Philippa ;  ugly  and  unlettered ;  he  had  a  mansion 
in  Fleet  Street,  London,  now  Salisbury  Court. 
1388.    John  Waltham:  Master  of  the  Rolls;  Keeper 
of  Privy  Seal ;  Lord  High  Treasurer ;  resisted 
unsuccessfully  the  visitation  of  Archbishop  Court- 
enay  ;  buried  in  Westminster  Abbey. 
♦1395.    Richard  Mitford:  confessor  of  Richard  H. 
1408.    Robert  Hallam  :  Chancellor  of  Oxford;  Cardinal 
141 1 ;  English  representative  at  Council  of  Con- 
stance ;  opposed  the  burning  of  heretics. 
1438.   William   Ayscough  :    murdered  during  the 
Peasant  Rising. 
*i45o.    Richard  Beauchamp  :  employed  in  various 
diplomatic  missions  ;  in  1477  Dean  of  Windsor ; 
-  under  him  St.  George's  Chapel  was  built ;  disputes 
with  Bp.  Edington  of  Winchester  the  honour  of 
having  been  first  Chancellor  of  the  Order  of  the 
Garter  ;  built  the  great  nan  and  c  apel  ot  the 
bishop's  palace,  and  arches  across  great  transept. 
*i482.    Lionel  Woodville :  nephew  of  Elizabeth,  queen 
of  Edward  IV ;   said  to  have  died  of  grief  at 
downfall  of  the  fortunes  of  his  house. 
♦1502.    Edmund  Audley:  son  of  Lord  Audley;  pre- 
sented pulpit  to  St.  Mary's,  Oxford. 
1524.    Lorenzo  Campeggio  :  Cardinal  of  St.  Anasta- 
sius;  an  adjudicator  upon  Henry  VIII's  divorce; 
deprived  1534,  on  the  fall  of  Wolsey, 
1535.    Nicholas  Shaxton  :  condemned  as  a  heretic, 
recanted ;  preacher  of  fiery  sermon  at  martyrdom 
of  Anne  Askew;  buried  in  Gonville  Hall, 
*i539.   John  Capon  or  Salcot:  a  ready  changer  in 
changing  times;  a  reviser  of  liturgy;  a  judge  of 
Bishop  Hooper:  a  plunderer  of  his  see. 


♦1560.  John  Jewel:  a  diligent  Reformer  r  Public  Orator 
at  Oxford;  published  in  1562  his  Apology  of  the 
Church  ot  England;  preached  at  Paul's  Cross 
against  Cartwright  and  the  Puritans;  sent  Richard 
Hooker  to  Oxford. 
♦1571.    Edmund  Gheast:  furnished  library  mth  books. 

1577.  John  Piers:  preached  before  Queen  Elizabeth 
thanksgiving  sermon  for  defeat  of  the  Armada. 

1588.    DEFEAT  OF  THE  SPANISH  ARMADA. 

1591.  John  Coldwell:  the  first  married  bishop  of 
Salisbury;  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  obtained  from  him 
Sherborne  Castle. 

1641.    Brian   Duppa:  tutor  to  sons  of  Charles  I  ; 

accompanied  the  King  to  Carisbrooke  ;  deprived 
by  Parliament ;  to  Winchester  1660. 

1660.  Humphrey  Henchman:  assisted  Charles  to 
escape  after  Worcester. 

1663.  John  Earle:  Dean  of  Westmmster,  wnen  ne 
was  entertained  at  dinner  by  Pepys;  tutor  of 
Charles  II  and  shared  his  wanderings;  in  1660 
Bishop  of  Worcester. 
*i667.  Seth  Ward  :  the  repairer  of  the  Cathedral  after 
Civil  War,  employed  Sir  Christopher  Wren  to 
make  survey  ;  noted  for  his  learning  and  charity, 
Pepys  tells  us,  *  I  looked  in,  and  saw  the  Bishop, 
my  friend  Dr.  Ward.' 

1688.  WILLIAM  OF  ORANGE  LANDS  AT  TORBAY. 

1689.  Gilbert  Burnet:  author  of  History  of  his  Own 

Times;  the  friend  of  William  III;  introduced  by 
Thackeray  in  The  Virginians. 
1734.   Thomas  Sherlock:  a  powerful  preacher; 

translated  to  London  1749. 
175 1.    Oxfordlectureshipfoundedby  Canon  John  Hampton. 
1782.    Shute  Bari-ing:ton  :  to  Durham. 
1791.   John  Douglas:  a  Scotchman;  as  chaplain  to 
the  Guards,  present  at  battle  of  Fontenoy ;  pre- 
pared for  publication  Captain  Cook's  Journals. 
''1807.    John  Fisher:  tutor  to  family  of  George  III. 
1825.    Thomas  Burgess  :  founded  Lampeter  Coll. 
*i8q7.    Edward   Denison :  brother  of  Mr.  Speaker 
*i854.    Walter  Kerr  Hamilton  :  founded  Theological 

College;  a  leader  of  the  Oxford  Movement. 
*i869.    Geo!«gie  Moberly:  Head  Master  Winchester 
1835-66. 

*i885.   John  Wordsworth. 
1911.    Frederick  Edward  RIdgeway. 
iq2i.   St.  Clair  George  Alfred  Donaldson. 
1936.    Dr.  E,  M.  Lovett. 
1946.    Dr.  G.  C.  L.  Lunt. 
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